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Aerojet gets OK to sell 2,600 acres

By Chris Bowman -- Bee Staff Writer
Published 2:15 a.m. PDT Tuesday, April 16, 2002

A federal court order issued Monday allows Aerojet to sell 2,600 acres of Highway 50
frontage property in what would be the largest breakup of the rocket builder's vast and mostly
idle holdings in Rancho Cordova

U.S. District Judge Edward J. Garcia approved the deal over the objection of Rancho
Cordovawater agency officials who fear awater shortage.

The water officials say Aerojet should not be allowed to cash in on itsland until the defense
contractor guarantees it will replace well water contaminated by its underground plume of
rocket-fuel chemicals.

The Sacramento County Water Agency and the Arden-Cordova Water Service together have
taken 14 wells out of service because of Aerojet pollution.

The migrating plume threatens closure of another 13 wellsin the area, including
neighborhoods served by the Californiaa American Water Co. (Ca-Am), formerly Citizens
Utilities Co., federal environmental records say.

"We are barely able to meet our demands now," said William Hvidsten, attorney for the
county water agency, which supplies the Sunrise-Douglas area, the Sunrise business corridor
and housing at the former Mather Air Force Base.

Garciasaid the utilities raise "serious points' but legally their arguments "are irrelevant and

http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/sacramento/story/2207240p-2600957c.html (1 of 4) [6/2/2002 5:27:35 PM]

CURRENT TOF NEWS REPORTS
I'he Sacramento Bee

South Sac may see aboom

A spate of home building
is planned between the new
suburb of L aguna and the
older Meadowview
neighborhood, bringing
700 new homesto a
once-stagnant stretch of
south Sacramento.

Wetlands probe targets
county

While developersin North
Natomas have been
required to pay millions of
dollars to preserve habitat
for threatened species,
Sacramento County has
illegally filled in part of a
wetland on its airport
property and cut down
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speculative -- anticipating problems that may occur in the future.”

He said that two strong proponents of water development in the region -- Reps. John
Dooalittle and Robert Matsui -- were satisfied by Aerojet's assurances of alternative water
supplies.

"Why do you think they approved?' he asked rhetorically.

Aerojet officias said that the changes Garcia approved Monday in the court-ordered cleanup
provide the water-supply assurances sought by utilities.

"The (changes) will accelerate cleanup at the Superfund site and require Aerojet to provide
replacement water for suppliesit has damaged," said Robert Wolfe, chairman and chief
executive officer of GenCorp., Aerojet's publicly traded parent company.

Aerojet officials agreed to these and other cleanup enforcement measures in exchange for
state and federal enforcers allowing the company to remove a 2,600-acre chunk of land from
the federal Superfund list of most polluted sites in the country.

The carve-out would accommodate Aerojet's plans to devel op business parks and light
industry along south Sunrise Boulevard and a prime stretch of Highway 50.

The land would have restrictions written into deeds that prohibit use of groundwater for
drinking.

The property isrolling oak woodland that Aerojet said should never have been part of the
Superfund site the federal government designated nearly 20 years ago.

It ispart of abuffer zone Aerojet established to protect its neighbors from explosions that
might occur in rocket manufacturing and testing.

The state’'s Central Valey Water Quality Control Board and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency have certified that the surface of the highway frontage property is free of
contamination and suitable for industrial development.

"The carve-out of clean land from the Superfund site is the first step toward returning this
valuable property to beneficial community use,” Wolfe said.

The carve-out isthe most controversial change negotiated on a 1986 federal court order
governing the clean-up of decades-old soil and water contamination.

In exchange for the carve-out, Aerojet agreed to fully replace water supplies contaminated by
chemicals shown to originate from its activities and to do so within 24 hours. The chemicals
areindustrial solvents and perchlorate, an ingredient of solid rocket fuel. Perchlorate can
cause cancer in adults and impairs the thyroid gland, which controls growth.

Attorneys for the county water agency and Cal-Am called Aerojet's contingency plan for
water supply woefully inadequate. The utilities sought to keep the 2,600 acresin Superfund
status.

The label discourages development and gives the utilities leverage to ensure Aerojet will
replace contaminated water.

The changes approved Monday required GenCorp. to provide $75,000 in financial assurances
to back its pledge to replace contaminated water.

But attorneys for the utilities said that isn't good enough.

"The best financial assurance isthis carve-out property,” said Nancy Casale, attorney for
Cal-Am. "It isextremely valuable.”

About the Writer
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trees that have provided
habitat to the Swainson's
hawk.

Hoteliers sweat, savor
playoffs

Thisis crunch time for
Jerry Westenhaver.

Treasuresin trash

Inonehour, Leg, a
40-year-old scavenger, has
collected enough from the
curbside to pile his small
pickup high with the
castoffs of McKinley Park.

More people jazzed about
the festiva

SACRAMENTO -- The
Sacramento Jazz Jubilee on
Monday ended its most
successful festival yet with
an estimated 105,000
people circulating through
Old Sacramento, Cal Expo
and the downtown area
listening to everything
from Dixieland jazz to
zydeco.

Cruising for Music:
Jazz-loving boaters again
jam yacht club facilities

So, you think sgueezing a
beefy sport-utility vehicle
into atiny mall parking
space istough?

United Way to give $1.6
million to area programs

Twenty-four
Sacramento-area socia

programs will share $1.6
million in assistance from
the United Way's
Cdlifornia Capital Region.

Utility-users tax rebate set
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The Bee's Chris Bowman can be reached at (916) 321-1069 or chowman@sachee.com .
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Business parks, light-industrial
grgjoects planned ¢n the

500-acre carve-out granted
by a federal judge Monday

Subdividing Aerojet

Aercjet, the defense contractor that builds, tests and
refurbishes rackel engines for space axploration and
missiles, wanis 1o develap about hall of
its. 13,500-acre Rancho Cordova
complex for business and
residential projects,
imchuding & Community
called Rio del Oro,

_Proposed fﬁr :
undesignated
development

rop
boundary 2
. = |§
SACRAMENTO 5 Ve,
1,100 acres sold last v E ] - ry
year to residential Proposed Rio del Pl e
developer Harry Elliot Oro community

Source Aeroket
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Contact Us/Feedback | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

to expand

Households with incomes
of less than $25,000 ayear
soon should be eligible to
receive arebate on acity
tax on monthly telephone,
gas, electric and cable
television hills.

Rancho Cordova cityhood
plan clears key hurdle

Regulators signed of f
Wednesday on the final
terms of Rancho Cordova
incorporation, sending the
proposal to Sacramento
County supervisorsfor a
spot on the November
ballot.

City votersto decide
mayor issue

The Sacramento City
Council voted Tuesday
night to place a measure on
the November ballot
asking voters to make the
mayor's post afull-time,
fully paid job.
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